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CHAPTER  I 
INTROIXTCTION 
The  Problem 

The  administration  of  Interacholastic  ath- 
letics In  any  secondary  school  presents  many  problems 
to  teachers,  patrons,  pupils,  and  school  officials. 
These  problems  are  someiAiat  different  In  the  Strawberry 
schools  because  of  their  location,  sise,  and  unorthodox 
arrangement  of  the  school  term. 

It  Is  felt  that  a  study  of  methods  used  to 
solve  these  problems  might  be  helpful  to  persons  con- 
nected with  the  Strawberry  schools  in  any  capacity  and 
possibly  to  others  working  in  schools  with  similar 
problems. 

Specific  Problems 

1.  Shotild  an  interscholastic  athletic  program 
be  undertaken  in  the  type  of  schools  studied? 

2.  What  sports  should  be  included  in  the 
program? 

3«  Have  receipts  from  admission  charges  to  ath- 
letic contests  provided  enough  money  to  conduct  the 
program? 
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k.,     What  other  methods  of  raising  aoney  for 
athletics  are  used  and  which  are  most  effective? 

5«  What  methods  of  bookkeeping  and  accounting 
are  most  efficient? 

6.  How  may  an  athletic  program  be  conducted 
so  that  transported  pupils  may  participate? 

Definition  of  Terms  Used 

Summer  or  Strawberry  Schools;   Schools 
whose  terms  begin  in  the  spring  (about  April  1)  and 
continue  until  late  December;  operating  throughout 
the  summer  months. 

Interseholastic  Athletics:  Athletic 
contests  sponsored  by  schools  and  played  by  teams 
representing  two  or  more  schools.^  In  this  study, 
the  term  "athletics"  and  interseholastic  athletics 
are  synonymous. 

Rural  School ;  A  school  located  outside 
an  Incorporated  town  or  city  and  attended  by  students 
living  in  such  an  area. 

Junior- Senior  High  School;  A  school  in- 
cluding grades  seven  through  twelve. 


1.   Sotirce  Materials  for  Physical  Education  in 
^TlorTaa  jgc'hooTs,  pp.  23,  501 
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Extra-curricular  AetJYltlest   School  activities 
not  a  part  of  the  formal  course  of  study. 

Secondary  Schools  or  High  Schools:   For  this 
study,  synonymous  with  the  term  Junior-Senior  High 
School. 

Transported  Students;   Students  riding  busses  to 
and  from  school  at  state  expense. 

Delimitations 

This  study  was  limited  as  follows: 

1,  Financial  aspects  of  administration  of  ath- 
letics were  emphasized. 

2,  Data  were  collected  from  three  schools: 
Turkey  Creek  and  Plnecrest  High  Schools,  Hillsborough 
County,  and  Kathleen  Hl^  School,  Polk  Coiinty.  All 
three  schools  are  located  In  central  western  Florida 
and  are  the  only  high  schools  In  Florida  operated  on 
the  Strawberry  plan. 

3,  Interscholastlc  athletic  programs  for  boys 
only  were  considered.   Athletics  for  girls  in  the 
three  schools  are  largely  limited  to  intramural  ac- 
tlTltles, 

k..      Full  programs  of  athle  tics  were  not  In  oper- 
ation In  any  of  the  schools  studied  prior  to  19^4^; 
therefore,  the  study  was  confined  to  the  period  from 
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19h2   to  June,  191^9. 

Basic  Aaavunptlons 

!•  Athletics  are  a  definite  and  worthwhile 

part  of  American  secondary  education.  Charles  E» 

Porsythe*^  expresses  this  Idea  as  follows: 

It  Is  a  truism  that  nothing  mortal 
is  permanent.   But  in  the  sense  that  we 
consider  pennanence,  it  seems  safe  to  say 
that  competition  will  be  as  nearly  perma- 
nent in  American  life  and  tradition  as 
anything  we  have.  When  we  take  competition 
out  of  business,  out  of  our  individual  a- 
chlevements,  out  of  our  very  lives,  we  will 
indeed  cease  to  be  Americans  In  the  gener- 
ally accepted  sense  of  the  word.   In  play 
and  recreation  we  are  boiuid  to  have  com- 
petition and  in  competition  we  have  ath- 
letics.  They  are  inseparable.  Equality  of 
opportunity  and  competition  are  the  essence 
of  our  educational  system. 

2.  The  value  of  athletics  to  the  students  in  a 
school  is  in  a  large  measure  dependent  upon  the  way 
the  program  is  administered. 

3.  A  large  portion  of  the  time  of  secondary 
school  principals  is  consumed  In  administration  of 
athletic  programs. 

k..      Funds  for  the  operation  of  Interscholastic 
athletics  are  not  usually  available  from  tax  sources. 


2.  Charles  E.  Porsythe,  Administration  of  High 
School  Athletics,  pp.  1|06,  kOl • 
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In  the  schools  studied. 
Basic  Hypotheses 

1.  The  entire  program  of  athletic  adminis- 
tration shoxild  not  be  handled  by  the  school  princi- 
pal alone. 

2.  Cash  receipts  from  athletic  contests  will 
have  to  be  supplemented  by  other  means,  if  a  fvill 
schedule  of  athletics  is  to  be  conducted  in  the  high 
schools  being  considered.   Some  of  these  means  are: 

a.  Participants  must  furnish  some  of  their 
oim  equipment  and  expenses. 

b.  Donations  and  entertainments  such  as 
carnivals,  plays,  stunt  nights,  and  dances. 

Once  a  properly  fvinctioning  program  is  in 
operation  the  financial  problems  will  decrease  due 
to  increased  interest  and  attendance  at  athletic 
events. 

3.  A  strict  and  efficient  system  of  accounting 
for  all  the  athletic  funds  will  help  insure  their 
proper  use. 

I4..  The  athletic  program  can  be  used  to  create 
a  more  wholesome  school  life  for  the  pupils  by: 
a.   Providing  activities  through  which 
^lldren  may  get  a  new  interest  in  other  phases 
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of  the  school  program. 

b»   Promoting  pride  in  the  school  or  the 
school  spirit. 

c.  Creating  a  situation  through  lAiich 
other  school  groups  may  express  themselves— 
bandSf  pep  squads>  and  cheerleaders. 

d.  Providing  an  incentive  for  students 
to  continue  in  school  past  the  age  of  sixteen 
as  required  by  Florida  law, 

5.  A  good  athletic  program  can  serve  as  a 
means  of  Increasing  the  interest  of  the  community  in 
the  school  program. 

The  Need  for  the  Study 

The  scope  of  an  athletic  program  is  de- 
termined, to  a  large  extent,  by  the  amount  of  money 
available.  This  is  true  in  the  small  high  school 
as  well  as  in  the  large  high  school.  The   three 
schools  studied  are  comparatively  small  and  the 
revenue  from  contests  is  correspondingly  low,   Uiere- 
fore,  a  definite  need  exists  for  studying  ways  and 
means  of  financing  athletics  in  the  small  school* 

The  need  for  this  partictilar  study  in  the 
field  of  Strawberry  high  schools  was  further  In- 
tensified by  several  factors: 
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1.  All  three  high  schools  are  located  In  areas 
well  removed  from  any  concentration  of  population. 
This  means  that  organized  financial  support  such  as 
that  furnished  by  civic  organizations  in  cities  and 
even  small  towns  is  virtually  non-existent  for  the 
Strawberry  schools.   This  fact  also  emphasises  the 
importance  of  proper  publicity  and  public  relations. 
It  is  difficult  for  a  person  living  fifteen  or  more 
miles  away  from  a  school  to  become  Interested  in  its 
activities. 

2.  More  than  ninety  per  cent  of  the  students 
in  all  three  schools  ride  busses  to  and  from  school. 
These  busses  arrive  at  the  sdiool  area  not  more  than 
thirty  minutes  before  the  beginning  of  school  and 
usually  leave  within  a  few  minutes  after  the  close 
of  the  school  day.   Iliis  fact  leads  to  one  of  the 
specific  problems  of  the  study:  How  may  an  athletic 
program  be  conducted  so  that  transported  pupils  may 
participate?  How  can  time  be  found  for  practice 
sessions  and  contests?   If  practices  are  held  after 
the  school  day,  how  can  participants  get  to  their 
homes  fifteen  or  more  miles  away? 

3.  The  arrangement  of  the  Strawberry  term- 
operating  fi»om  April  to  December- -creates  another 
specific  problem  for  study:  What  sports  shoxild  be 
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Included  In  the  program? 

Florida  high  schools  observe  the  following 
seasons  for  different  sports  activities;   football, 
late  September  to  December  13*  basketball,  late  De- 
cember to  the  fourth  Saturday  in  March;  track,  base- 
ball, and  other  spring  sports  (tennis,  golf,  swimming, 
etc.,)  from  late  March  to  the  end  of  the  school  year,^ 
which  is  customarily  the  middle  of  J\uie  for  all  except 
Strawberry  schools. 

The  vacation  period  for  Strawberry  schools 
begins  near  (Jhristmas  and  ends  about  the  first  of 
April,   This  means  that  basketball  participation  is 
practically  impossible  and  that  modifications  must  be 
made  to  compete  in  baseball,  track,  and  other  spring 
sports. 

Size  of  Schools  Studied 

Table  I  lists  the  enz^ollment  figures  of 
Kathleen,  Turkey  Creek,  and  Pinecrest  high  schools.^ 


3«   Florida  High  School  Athletic  Association, 

Constitution,  Article  VIII,  Section  A,  p.  9. 

ll.  Principals  Monthly  Report  of  Attendance,  Florida 
slate  Department  of  E^cation,  Forin  AT-llP, 
for  end  of  first  school  month,  19U9» 
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TABLE  I 
ENROLLMENT  OF  SCHOOLS  STUDIED 
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Incidence  of  the  Problem 

The  problem  of  Improving  athle  tic  programs 
In  the  Strawberry  high  schools  came  to  the  attention 
of  the  writer  as  a  result  of  having  worked  with  ath- 
letics In  the  Kathleen  High  School  first  as  an  ath- 
letic coach,  later  as  Ax^a  Director  of  Health  and 
Physical  Education,  and  finally  as  principal  of  the 
Kathleen  High  School. 

Procedure  In  Collecting  Data 

A  principal  source  of  material  used  in  the 
preparation  of  this  study  was  Interviews  with  adminis- 
trators and  others  who  have  been  associated  with  the 
various  schools  since  their  beginning.   This  is  par- 
tlc\ilarly  true  of  the  information  used  in  the  chapter 
on  historical  background  and  some  of  the  data  con- 
cerning the  early  history  of  athletic  financing. 

Persons  interviewed  at  Turkey  Creek  in- 
cluded J.  A.  Holmes,  principal;  H.  E.  Bonar,  coach; 
Garland  M.  Branch,  a  former  principal  and  at  present 
a  teacher;  and  Mrs.  Marjorie  Bamett,  commercial 
teacher.  Mrs.  Bamett  was  custodian  of  the  school 
centralized  bookkeeping  system. 

Persons  associated  with  the  Pine crest 
school  who  wez>e  Interviewed  were  Glen  Evers,  the 
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principal,  who  has  held  that  position  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  school,  and  D»  A.  Brown,  coach.   The 
school  secretary,  who  acts  as  bookkeeper  for  the 
school,  was  also  Interviewed. 

At  Kathleen  the  following  persons  were  con- 
sulted:  J.  C.  Mitchell,  supervising  principal  of 
Polk  County  Strawberry  Schools;  Harry  Prlne,  regis- 
trar; Mrs.  Jeanette  Gardner,  librarian  and  custodian 
of  financial  records  of  activity  funds  for  the  school, 
Vincent  Granell,  head  coach,  and  Frank  Nelson,  as- 
sistant coach.   Mrs.  Donna  M.  Harris,  a  former  teacher, 
was  also  consulted  concerning  the  historical  data. 

Questions  Included  In  the  Interviews  were: 

1.  Is  the  program  of  value  to  your  school  and 
commimlty?  111/hy  or  why  not? 

2.  How  Is  money  provided  for  athletics  In  your 
school? 

3.  What  sports  are  included  In  your  school 
program?  Why? 

U'     How  are  athletics  Integrated  with  the  entire 
program  of  the  school?  How  may  Improvements  be  made? 

5.  Who  administers  the  spending  of  the  athletic 
proceeds? 

6.  Who  buys  the  athletic  equipment  in  your 
school?  What  procedure  is  followed? 
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7»  What  physical  facilities  are  available? 

8.  How  is  time  provided  for  participation  by 
the  transported  pupils?  Suggest  some  improvements. 

All  of  the  schools  had  detailed  central 
accoxints,  but  these  have  been  in  effect  only  since 
ipij-S,  These  accounts  were  studied  by  the  writer. 
Two  reports  of  auditors  were  available: 
A  report  including  finances  at  the  Turkey  Creek 
school  during  the  period  of  19^2  to  19hl     and  an 
audit  of  the  Kathleen  school  ftinds  for  19kB, 


5.   Sweeney  and  Meeghen,  Certified  Public  Accountants, 
Tampa,  Florida,  "An  Audit  of  Funds  at  Turkey 
Creek  Hi^  School,  1942-19^7,"  October  13, 
19ij-7. 

6«  Ray  A.  Walker,  Certified  Public  Accountant,  Bartow, 
Florida,  "Audit  of  Kathleen  High  School 
Internal  Accounts  for  I9I4.8." 
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CHAPTER  II 

HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND 

General  Statement 

The  problem  of  administration  and  proper 
emphasis  on  athletics  in  schools  dates  back  at  least 

as  far  as  the  time  of  Greek  civilization,  John  3. 

1 
Brubacher  states: 

More  than  any  people  up  to  their  time 
and  more  than  many  people  since,  the  Atheni- 
ans aimed  at  a  balance  among  all  the  parts 
of  an   education.  While  on  the  one  hand 
they  sought  a  well -rounded  individual,  one 
whose  physical,  moral,  intellectual  and 
aesthetic  sensibilities  were  developed,  on 
the  other  hand  they  were  careful  to  guard 
against  over  development  or  narrow  special- 
ization.  Important  as  physical  fitness  was 
as  an  educational  aim, the  tendency  toward 
athleticism  among  competitors  in  the  Olympic 
games  caused  genuine  anxiety, 

2 
Brubacher  traces  the  development  of 

physical  education  in  schools  from  the  time  of 

Rousseau,  He  writes  of  Johann  Christopher  Preidrich 

Gutsmuths,  who  introduced  a  system  of  exercises 

called  gjrmnastics,  which  consisted  of  climbing. 


1,  John  S,  Brubacher,  A  History  of  the  Problems  of 

Education,  p,  3» 

2,  Ibid,,  pp.  273-277. 
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running,  and  jtunplng  with  the  use  of  apparatus  such 
as  ropes,  ladders,  and  masts. 

Another  German,  Freidrlch  Ludirig  Jahn 
(1778-1852),  followed  in  Gutsmuths'  footsteps  In  the 
use  of  physical  activities  in  the  field  of  education. 
At  a  later  date  Adolph  Spiess  (I8IO-I858)  was  likely 
responsible  for  getting  physical  education  accepted 
as  a  regular  part  of  the  school  curriculum. 

A  certain  amoxuit  of  German  and  Swedish 
type  gymnastics  and  related  forms  of  physical  edu- 
cation came  to  America.   After  the  Civil  War  Dio- 
cletian Lewis  (1823-1886)  introduced  a  type  of  physi- 
cal training  in  this  country  which  dispensed  with 
the  use  of  heavy  apparatus  and  advocated  more  outdoor 
exercise. 

In  relating  this  background  to  present  day 
athletic  programs  in  American  schools,  Brubacher 
makes  this  statement:^ 


...the  fact  remains  that  the  American 
temperament  was  much  better  suited  to  sports 
than  it  was  to  either  gymnastics  or  calis- 
thenics.  Gaining  momentum  at  the  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  American  sports  became 
so  immensely  popular  as  to  almost  sweep 
formal  physical  exercise  aside.   In  assign- 
ing to  sports  or  athletics  the  most  im- 
portant place  in  the  currlcul\im  of  physical 


3»  Loc.  Cit, 
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education  in  this  coxintry,  America  clearly 
showed  Its  English  ancestry.   Formal  gym- 
nastics had  been  Introduced  in  England, 
too,  but  they  never  managed  to  get  the 
upper  hand  over  the  long  traditions  of 
school  games.   In  both  countries  it  seemed 
that  the  qualities  of  initiative,  resource- 
fulness, teamwork,  and  fair  play,  that 
games  induced  were  peculiarly  congenial  to 
their  democratic  political  institutions. 

Beginnings  of  Strawberry  Schools 

j  Nelson^  gives  an  informative  chapter  con- 

cerning the  origin  of  the  Strawberry  schools: 


In  the  early  begininlngs  of  American 
public  education  school  terms  were  conducted 
in  different  seasons  according  to  such 
factors  as  (a)  availability  of  acceptable 
teachers,  (b)  weather  conditions,  and  (c) 
seasonal  occupation  activities  of  parents 
and  the  need  for  the  labor  of  children,,. 

Under  the  early  practices  indicated, 
the  custom  of  operating  schools — particu- 
larly in  nxral  areas— during  certain  summer 
months  when  the  labor  of  children  in  seciiring 
a  livelihood  was  least  needed  became  more  or 
less  accepted  practice  in  many  areas  through- 
out the  United  States. 


The  production  of  strawberries  is  one  of 
the  major  agricultural  activities  in  the  area  served 


I4..   Prank  A.  Nelson,  "A  Comparison  of  Attendance  Be- 
tween Regular  and  Strawberry  School  Terms 
in  Polk  County,  Florida,"  Thesis  for  Master 
of  Arts,  John  B.  Stetson  University,  Deland, 
Florida,  19^1-8,  pp.  1-3. 
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by  the  Strawben*y  schools.   The  harvest  season  for 
this  crop  begins  usually  in  early  January  and  ends 
about  the  first  of  April,  thus,  coinciding  with  the 
vacation  period  of  the  school* 

The  harvesting  of  strawberries  is  a  task 
for  which  young  people  and  children  seem  well  adapted. 
The  plsuits  are  usually  very  low  and  adults  have  trouble 
maintaining  the  stooped  posture  necessary  for  picking 
the  fruit.   The  crop  is  gathered  in  the  early  part  of 
the  day  after  which  the  task  of  washing  and  packing 
of  the  fruit  takes  place.   Ordinarily  the  day* a  work 
is  finished  before  noon. 

There  are  at  least  two  other  factors  which 
have  influenced  patrons  to  maintain  the  unorthodox 
teinn  for  their  schools:   (a)   The  largest  part  of  the 
citrus  crop  is  picked,  processed,  and  shipped  during 
January,  February,  and  March  of  each  year  and,  although 
the  az*eas  served  by  the  schools  are  not  major  producers 
of  citrus,  many  citrus  packing  and  canning  plants  are 
located  in  the  nearby  cities  of  Plant  City  and  Lakeland, 
thus  affording  vacation  employment  for  older  boys  and 
girls.   (b)   The  heaviest  Influx  of  winter  visitors  to 
Florida  occurs  during  this  same  period,  again  affording 
more  chances  for  earning  vacation  time  money. 
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Many  patrons  of  the  schools  are  not  In 
favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Strawberry  term,  but 
the  fact  that  the  system  is  still  in  effect  seems  to 
Indicate  that  preponderance  of  opinion  favors  the 
continuation  of  school  through  the  summer.  The 
problem  of  whether  or  not  Strawberry  schools  should 
be  continued  is  a  subject  beyond  the  scope  of  this 
study,  and  the  statements  above  are  not  intended  as 
a  means  of  answering  that  question  but  are  simply  an 
effort  to  state  the  facts, 

Turkey  Creek  high  school  became  a  junior- 
senior  higji  school  in  1928  with  the  addition  of  a 
tenth  grade  to  its  existing  nine  grades  of  school. 
The  eleventh  and  twelfth  grades  were  added  successive- 
ly in  1929  and  1930,   It  is  interesting  to  note  that, 
according  to  Mr,  Garland  If,  Brsmch,  principal  of  the 
school  during  its  early  history,  the  tenth  and  e- 
leventh  grades  were  added  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  Hillsborough  County  School  Board,   The  board 
later  established  the  high  school  officially  after  it 
had  already  been  in  operation  for  some  time, 5 

Kathleen  Hi^  School  began  adding  its  upper 
grades  beginning  in  1932  and  the  first  graduating 


5,   Garland  A,  Branch,  personal  interview,  April  21, 
19k9. 
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exercises  were  held  In  1932*  The  size  of  the  school 
was  increased  in  1937  1^7  consolidation  with  the 
school  districts  of  Socrum,  Griffin,  Winston,  and 
Providence,  A  later  consolidation  in  1939  brought 
In  high  school  students  from  Polk  City,  Carver,  Green 
Pond,  Combee,  and  Rockledge  schools. 

Pine crest,  the  smallest  and  most  recently 
established  of  the  Strawberry  hi^  schools  began 
operation  in  1936  with  10  grades  resulting  from  a 
consolidation  of  the  schools  at  Eeysville,  Pelate, 
Welcome,  and  Picnic.   The  first  graduation  was  held 
in  1938.^ 

Prior  to  the  establishment  of  football, 
baseball,  and  track,  the  interscholastie  athletic 
program  at  the  Strawberry  high  schools  consisted 
largely  of  Softball  and  out-of -season  basketball,  with 
some  participation  in  informal  baseball.   The  following 
table  based  on  information  secured  in  interviews  with 
the  principals  of  the  schools  shows  dates  of  establish- 
ment of  sports  now  being  conducted: 


6»  Donna  M.  Harris,  personal  interview.  May  10,  19k9» 
7«   Glen  Evers,  personal  interview.  May  10,  19i4-9» 
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TABLE  II 
BEGINNING  DATE  OP  SPORTS  IN  STRAWBERRY  SCHOOLS 


Sports 

Schools 

Pine  ere 8t 

Turkey  Creek 

Kathleen 

Football 
Baseball 
Track 

19kk 
19kk 
1914-9 

19^3 
19l|6 

191^9 

19i4^ 
19i^ 

19kk 

Related  Research 

These  theses,  submitted  as  partial  ful- 
fillment of  the  requirements  for  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Arts,  on  other  fields  in  the  Strawberry  schools 
have  been  valuable  for  introductory  information: 

1.  The  National  School  Lunch  Program  in  the 
Summer  Schools  of'Tolk  CountyV  ^l^^j-^^* 
by  James  Collins  Mit'chell,  Florida  Southern 
College,  Lakeland,  Florida,  April,  19^4-9. 

2*  A  Comparison  of  Attendance  Between  Regxilar 
^d  strawberry  School  Terms  in  Polk  County, 
j^lorlda,  by  Frank  A.  Nelson, ~7oEn~B •  Stetson 
University,  Deland,  Florida,  April,  19U8. 

3»  A  Comparison  of  Achievement  Records  of  Straw- 
Ferry  School  and  Winter  School  Students  in 
Polk  Cottnty,  Florida,  by  Howard  E,  Eagle  son, 
Florida  Southern  College,  Lakeland,  Florida, 
April,  19i+.9. 
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Related  studies  made  in  other  localities 
which  were  helpful  include: 

1.  Brown,  Vergil  Lester,  Qualifications,  Duties, 
and  Responsibilities  or  Athletic  Coaches  InT" 
Rural  High  Schools,  submitted  as  partial 
fvilf illment  of  requirements  of  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  at  Colorado  State  College, 
19k0. 

2.  Price,  Lester  Paul,  Financing  High  School 
Athletics  in  Oklahoma,  submitted  as  partial 
fulf illmenT"of  the  requirements  for  the  degree 
of  Kaster  of  Arts  at  Oklahoma  A.  and  M* 
College,  I9I1O. 

3»  Vernia,  Thomas  J.,  Democracy  in  the^  Adminis- 
tration of  Inter  scholastic  AtETeiilc^s'^  sub- 
mitted as  partial  fulfillment  of  the  re- 
quirements for  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
at  Ohio  State  University,  19ii.O, 
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CHAPTER  III 

VALUE  OP  ATHLETIC  PROGRAMS  IN  THE  STRAWBERRY 

SCHOOLS 

General  Statement 

Before  attempting  to  analyze  the  value  of 
athletics  in  the  schools  studied,  it  might  be  perti- 
nent to  examine  a  few  of  the  many  viewpoints  ex- 
pressed by  writers  in  the  field  of  school  adminis- 

1 
t rat ion.   Brown  states: 


Sociologists  are  interested  in  play 
as  a  preparation  for  adult  life,  not, 
however,  because  of  a  possible  carryover 
of  a  specific  skill.   They  see  in  play, 
and  especially  in  its  group  aspects,  the 
socialization  of  the  child,  sensing  the 
meaning  of  a  "we-feeling",  finding  his 
role  within  the  group,  and  learning  the 
significance  of  adjustment,  opposition 
and  cooperation. 


This  statement  tends  to  answer  one  of  the 
common  criticisms  of  high  school  athletics:   That 
skills  learned  in  many  sports,  such  as  football, 
basketball,  baseball,  and  track,  have  little  or  no 
value  to  children  after  finishing  school. 


1.   Francis  J.  Brown,  Educational  Sociology,  p.  237» 
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Another  author  expresses  himself  on  the 

2 
subject  with  this  statement: 

Although  many  educators  lament  the 
evils  of  interscholastic  athletics,  and  a 
few  express  general  alarm  at  some  practices 
carried  on  in  various  other  aspects  of  the 
program,  the  vast  majority  profess  to  see 
value  in  the  extracurricular  program  equiva- 
lent to  those  claimed  for  the  conventional 
subjects. 

Tlie  same  author  has  a  more  specific  state- 
ment concerning  athletics:^ 


The  most  popular  extracurricvilar  ac- 
tivity is  athletics.   Sports  of  all  kinds 
are  provided  for  pupils  from  the  beginning 
grades  of  school  throu^  the  university. 
They  have  come  about  from  the  pressure  of 
students  themselves  and  the  intei»est  the 
public  has  taken  in  them.   Their  importance 
has  been  stressed,  especially  in  inter- 
scholastic contests,  to  a  point  where,  in 
some  schools,  they  have  overshadowed  the 
more  important  purposes  of  education. 

That  athletics  have  an  educational 
value  for  growing  boys  and  girls  is  ac- 
cepted without  much  question.   One  needs 
only  to  look  at  the  physical  benefits  that 
come  from  well-directed  play,  the  recre- 
ational interest  that  games  and  sports 
awaken,  the  social  experiences  derived 
from  group  projects,  the  habits  of  clean 
and  healthful  living  encouraged,  and  the 
sense  of  sportsmanship  and  fair  play 
involved. 


2.  Leo  M.  Chamberlain  and  Leslie  W,  Kindred,  The 

Teacher  and  School  Organization,  p.  351 • 

3.  Ibid.,  p.  355- 
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•flae    school   of  thought  which  maintains   Inter- 
scholastlc   sports   are  without  much  value   to  public 
schools  Is  not  without   Its   spokesmen.     Crow  and  Crow 
In  a  book  on  the  fundamentals  of  education  say:^ 


Possible   injury,   unfair  and  sometimes 
dishonest   competition,    emotional    conflicts 
that  grow  out  of   the    school's   desire   to  win, 
and  many  other  factors   seem  to  weigh  heavily 
in  the  balance   against   any  positive   values 
that  may  be   given  as  reasons  for  the   con- 
tinuation of  any  interscholastlc  sports 
program  on  the   secondary   school  level. 


In  the   Strawberry  Schools 

Questlonnalz>es,    directed  to   students,    teachers, 
and  patrons  of  the  Kathleen  High  School  were  used  as  a 
means  of  approximating  the  opinions  among  the   Straw- 
berry school  people  concerning  the  value  of  athletics. 

The   results   should  not,   of   course,   be    in- 
terpreted as  a  final   answer.      TSiey  should  be   considered 
only  as  a  possible   indication  to  a  cross  section  of 
the   thinking  by  people   connected  with   Strawberry  schools. 

The   form  designed  for  parents  was   issued  at 
a  regular  meeting  of  the   school's   Parent -Teacher  As- 
sociation.     This  form  was  also    sent   to   the  parents  of 


I4..      Lester  D.   Crow  and  Alice   Ci?ow,    Introduction  to 
Education,   p.    298. 
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the  senior  students.   A  total  of  2l4.  sheets  were 
completed  and  returned.   The  seunple  of  the  parents 
i*epresented  a  total  of  22  children  now  attending 
the  high  school  and  a  total  of  l8  children  who  have 
at  one  time  or  another  participated  in  school  ath- 
letics. 

Dae  form  used  was  as  follows: 

1.  How  many  of  your  children  are  now  attending 
the  Kathleen  High  School  (Grades  7-12)? 

2.  Have  any  of  your  children  ever  participated 
in  athletics  at  this  school  as  a  member  of  any  team? 
Yes No      If  yes,  how  many? 

3.  Please  indicate,  by  placing  a  mark  in  the 

appropriate  square,  your  opinion  of  the  effect  of 

interscholastic  athletics  in  the  school  on  the  areas 

mentioned. 

Improves  Hinders  Little   or  Not 

No  Effect  Observed 

Scholastic 
Achievement 

Social 

Development 

Interest   in 
School 

Health 

Cooperation  in 
the  Home 
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The  replies  from  all  parents  were  as 


follows: 


TABLE  III 

EVALUATION  OP  ALL  PARENTS 
KATHLEEN  HIGH  SCHOOL  ATHLETIC  PROGRAM 


Improves 

Hinders 

Little 
No  Ef fe 

or 
ct 

Not 
Observed 

Scholastic 
Achievement 

16 

5 

2 

1 

Social 

Development 

21 

1 

1 

1 

Interest  in 
School 

22 

1 

0 

1 

Health 

17 

1 

2 

k 

Cooperation 
in  Home 

9 

2 

8 

5 

The  answers  were  also  analyzed  in  regard  to 
whether  or  not  parents  questioned  did  or  did  not  have 
children  in  school.   Table  IV  is  a  summary  of  eight 
parents  having  no  children  in  Kathleen  Hi^  School. 
Table  V  is  a  summary  of  15  parents  having  children 
in  Kathleen  High  School. 
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TABIE  IV 

SUMMARY  OP  PARENTS  HAVING  NO  CHILDREN  IN 
KATHLEEN  HIGH  SCHOOL— EVALUATION  OP  ATHLETIC  PROGRAM 


Improve  s 

Hinders 

Little  or 
No  Effect 

Not 
Observed 

Scholastic 
Achievement 

5 

3 

0 

0 

Social 

Development 

7 

1 

0 

0 

Interest   in 
School 

6 

1 

0 

1 

Hefllth 

5 

1 

0 

2 

Cooperation 
In  Hone 

k 

2 

2 

0 

Totals 

27 

8 

2 

3 
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TABLE  V 

SUMMARY  OP   PARENTS  HAVING  CHILDREN   IN 
KATHLEEN  HIGH   SCHOOL— EVALUATION   OF  ATHIE  TIC    PROGRAM 


Improves  Hinders  Little  or  Not 

No  Effect  Observed 


Scholastic 
Achievement 


10*      2» 


Social 

Development 

13 

0 

1 

1 

Interest  in 
Sdiool 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Health 

11 

0 

2 

2 

Cooperation 
in  Home 

6 

0 

6 

3 

Totals 

SS 

2 

11 

8 

*  One  parent  stated:   "Athletics  help  and 
hinder,  depending  upon  the  child,"  and  marked  both 
items. 
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Examination  of  Tables  III,  IV,  and  V 
reveal  at  least  one  significant  fact:  Among  the 
parents  questioned,  those  having  children  in  school 
appeared  to  have  more  faith  in  the  value  of  athletics 
to  every  phase  of  the  child's  development  which  was 
mentioned. 

Some  of  the  significant  comments  were: 

"I  thlnlc  the  athletic  program  is  fine, 
but  I  do  not  think  that  any  athletic  program  should 
interfere  with  classroom  work — let  reading,  writing, 
and  arithmetic  come  first." 

"All  the  remarks  I  have  to  make  is  the 
boys  has  (sic)  poor  way  of  transportation  getting 
home  in  after  school  practice.   Thank  you." 

The  completed  forms  were  also  divided  ac- 
cording to  whether  or  not  parents  have  or  have  had 
children  participating  in  athletics,  but  a  large 
number  failed  to  answer  the  second  question.  This 
left  such  a  small  number  that  the  results  were  not 
felt  to  be  significant  enough  to  justify  their  in- 
clusion. 

The  faculty  of  the  Kathleen  High  School 
was  asked  to  complete  the  following  questionnaire: 
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Please  complete  the  following  questionnaire 
relative  to  your  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  inter- 
scholastic  athletic  program  in  Kathleen  High  School: 


Improves  Hinders  Little  or  Not 

No  Effect  Observed 

PARTICIPANTS  * 

Scholastic 
Achievement 

Social 

Development 

Classroom 
Cooperation 

School  Attendance 

Personal  Health 


NON  PARTICIPANTS 


Scholastic 
Achievement 

Social 

Development 

School  Attendance 

Classroom 
Cooperation 


Health  Attitudes 


Remarks: 

♦Students  taking  part  In  athletics  as  a  team  member. 
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Uils  form  was  submitted  to  all  teachers  In 
the  school,  the  supervising  principal,  and  the  regis- 
trar.  The  head  coach,  li^o  was  on  leave  at  the  time, 
was  not  questioned.  All  teachers  (18)  returned  the 
completed  forms.   Their  evaluation  is  tabulated  as: 

TABLE  VI 

TEACHERS  EVALUATION  OP  THE  ATHLETIC  PROGRAM 
OP  KATHLEEN  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Improves 

Hinders 

Little   or 
No  Effect 

Not 
Observed 

TO   PARTICIPANTS 

Scholastic 
Achievement 

Ik 

1 

2 

1 

Social  Development 

17 

0 

0 

1 

Classroom 
Cooperation 

Ik 

2 

1 

1 

School  Attendance 

Ik 

0 

2 

2 

Personal  Health 

17 

0 

0 

1 

Total 

76 

3 

5 

6 

TO  NON-PARTICIPANTS 

Scholastic 
Achievement 

3 

1 

9 

5 

Social  Development 

9 

3 

2 

k 

Classroom 
Cooperation 

5 

3 

6 

k 

School  Attendance 

k 

2 

8 

k 

Health  Attitudes 


Total         27       11      30       22 
Grand  Total     103       ik  35       28 
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The   faculty  group   seemed  to  be  wholly  con- 
vinced of  the  value   of   athletics   to  participants   them- 
selves,  but  they  were    somewhat   dubious   concerning 
effects  on  non-part Iclpant a,   except  possibly  In  the 
field  of   social   development. 

This  would  seem  to  Indicate  the  need  for  an 
expansion  of  athletics  in  order  that  a  greater  number 
of  the   student   body  may  participate. 

Some   comments  by  the   teachers  were: 

"Directly  or  indirectly  any  school  program 
has   an  effect  on  its  membership.      Over-participation 
would  be  the  greatest  hindrance,    if  any,    and  this 
does  not  seem  to  be   a  problem   in  this   school," 

"I   do  not  believe  the   effects   so  pronounced 
on  non-participants,   but  as  a  whole   it   improves  rather 
than  hinders," 

"I  believe   the   general  morale    is   improved, 
with  resulting  uplift  for  non-participants," 

"The   athletic  program  is   a  big  help  to   our 
school.      It  makes  the    children  more   conscious  it  is 
"their"   school." 

",.,    In  attending  athletic  events  there   is 
benefit  to   the  non-participant  by  observing  other 
groups   and  in  making  new   social   contacts," 
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Another  sheet  was  given  to   all  members  of 
the   senior  class   In  Kathleen  High  School.     Fonns  were 
returned  by  1^5  of  the  50  class  members.      The  number 
Included  29  boys   and  l6  girls.      The   total   also   In- 
cluded 17  people  Trtio  had  not  participated  In  inter- 
scholastlc   athletics   and  28  who  had  participated. 

The   form  used  was  as  follows; 

1,  Have  you  participated  In  one   or  more   Inter- 
scholastlc  sports  while   attending  this  high  school? 

Yes No 

2.  Please  Indicate  by  a  mark  In  the  proper 
square  your  estimate  of  the  value,  to  you,  of  the 
athletics  in  this  high  school: 


Improved  Hindered  Little  or  Not 

No  Effect  Observed 


School  Work 
(Grades) 


Attendance 


Social 

Development 


Pride   in  the 
School 


Health 


3«     Remarks 
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The  results  are  summarized  In  Tables  VII 
and  VIII;  first  for  the  whole  group,  then  for  par- 
ticipants and  non-part Iclpant 3 : 

TABLE  VII 

EVALUATION  BY  ALL  SENIORS  OP  THE  ATHLETIC  PROGRAM 
KATHLEEN  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Improved  Hindered  Little  or  Not 

No  Effect  Observed 


School  Work      ^^       ^         ,- 
(Grades)       "^^       ^         ^^ 


Attendance 

22 

0 

22 

1 

Social   Traits 

36 

0 

8 

1 

Pride   In 
Sdiool 

ko 

0 

5 

0 

Health 

30 

1 

11+ 

0 

Total 

139 

2 

82 

2 

ce 
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TABLE  VIII 

EVALUATION  BY  ALL   SENIORS  OP  THE   ATHLETIC   PROGRAM 
KATHLEEN  HIGH   SCHOOL 
(Participants   and  Non-Participants) 


Improved  Hindered  Little   or  Not 

No  Effect  Observed 


School  Work 
( Grade  s ) 

Participants 
Non-Participants 

9 
2 

0 

1 

11 

0 

0 

Attendance 

Participants 
Non-Part 1 c Ip  ant  s 

15 
7 

0 
0 

13 
9 

0 

1 

Social  Traits 

Participants 
Non-Part Icipants 

2k 
12 

0 
0 

it 

0 

1 

Pride  in  School 

Participants 
Non-Participants 

25 

15 

0 

0 

3 

2 

0 
0 

Health 

Participants 

Non-Participants 

21 
9 

1 

0 

6 
8 

0 

0 

Total 

Participants 
Non-Participants 

9k 

kS 

1 
1 

ks 

37 

0 
2 

Grand  Total 

L39 

2 

82 

2 

4£ 
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Table   IX   suminarlzes.    In  percentages,    all 
answers  of   teachers,   parents,    and  pupils  given 
previously  in  this  chapter. 

TABLE  IX 

SUMMARY  OP  EVALUATION  OF  THE  ATHLETIC  PROGRAM 
KATHLEEN  HIGH  SCHOOL 


Improved 

Hindered 

Little 
No  Ef fe 

or 
ct 

Not 
Observed 

Parents          ,73 

.08 

.10 

.09 

Teachers        .57 

,08 

.19 

.16 

Pupils  (Seniors)  .60 

.01 

.38 

.01 

The  principals  at  Turkey  Creek  and  Pine- 
crest  were  asked  to  make  a  statement  concerning 
their  estimate  of  the  results  of  athletics  at  their 
schools.   They  were  asked  this  specific  question: 

"Do  you  think  the  athletic  progrsm  is  of 
value  to  your  school  and  community?" 

J.  A.  Holmes,  Turkey  Creek  principal, 
replied: 

"Emphatically,  yes.   The  athletic  program 
has  been  largely  responsible  for  the  fact  that 
fewer  boys  are  leaving  school  upon  becoming  l6  years 
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of  age," 

Glen  Evers,  Plnecrest  principal,  replied 
as  follows: 

"Athletics  are  justified  for  at  least 
four  reasons: 

1.  School  attendance  is  improved. 

2.  Academic  work  is  improved  because  of 
eligibility  requirements  and  increased  interest. 

3.  Athletics  keep  boys  over  l6  in  school. 
Ij..  Athletics  develop  better  citizens. 

What  Sports  Shotild  be  Included  in  the  Program? 

Ihe  Strawberry  schools  now  participate  in 
football,  baseball,  and  track. 

Swimming  would  be  a  fine  addition  to  the 
athletic  program  of  the  schools  in  the  opinion  of 
the  officials,  but  the  high  cost  of  constructing 
and  maintaining  a  pool  eliminates  this  activity  \inder 
the  present  conditions. 

Golf,  another  sport  adaptable  to  the  summer 
months,  is  difficult  because  of  the  absence  of  golf 
courses  near  the  schools. 

Little  or  no  tennis  has  been  played  by  the 
schools.  This  sport  has  been  neglected,  although  it 
is  relatively  inexpensive  to  operate. 
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CHAPTER   IV 
FINANCING  IHE  ATHLETIC   PROGRAM 
General   Statement 

Much  of  the   criticism  of   Interscholastlc 
athletics  In  secondary   schools   stems  from   Its 
financial   aspects.      In  Florida,   football  partlcxilarly 
appears   to  have  become   almost  a  professional  venture. 
In  the  large   cities  of   the    state    Important  football 
games  often  return  as  much   as   $16,000*00   In  revenue. 
In  the   smaller  schools,    such  as  the  ones  \mder  con- 
sideration here,    these  high  retxims  do  not  p]?evall, 
but  the   condition  is  relatively  the   same.     This 
commercialization  is  made  necessary  by  the  fact  that 
football  receipts  usually  finance   other  less  popular 
sports  in  the   school  program. 

It  is  probable   that  most   school   adminis- 
trators wo\ild  prefer  that   athletic   contests  be  played 
without  admission  charges  to  the  public,  but  this 
cannot  be   done,    of  course,   until   other   sources   of 
revenue   are  found. 

There    seems   to  be   a  trend  toward  financial 
support   of  athletics  from   tax  sources.      This   is 
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Indicated  by  Porsythe: 


Since  athletics  first  came  into  our 
high  schoolSf  methods  have  been  sought 
by  which  they  could  be  financed.   We  have 
gone  a  long  way  in  raising  the  status  of 
the  program.   In  at  least  one  state  (New 
York)  athletics,  by  Board  of  Regents  action, 
are  a  definite  part  of  the  physical  edu- 
cation program  of  schools.   It  is  the  duty 
of  the  local  boards  of  education  in  that 
state  to  provide  facilities  for  conducting 
them.   Facilities  means  equipment  of  all 
kinds.   In  many  other  states  boards  of  edu- 
cation buy  general  game  equipment  but  not 
for  the  personal  use  of  contestants.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  in  hundreds  of  other 
schools,  boards  of  education  make  up  the 
deficits  in  high  school  athletics  from 
"emergency,  revolving,  or  contingent" 
funds,  sometimes  illegally  by  strict  in- 
terpretation of  the  law. 


Little  evidence  has  been  found  that  tax 
money  has  been  used  to  support  interscholastic 
athletics  in  the  Strawberry  high  schools.   Ac- 
cording to  its  principal.  Pine crest  high  school 
bought  some  football  game  equipment  from  tax  money 
in  19144^  when  football  was  started,  but  since  then 
the  athletic  program  of  the  school  has  been  self- 
supporting. 

Coaches  are  paid  by  tax  funds  in  all  the 
schools.   Pine  crest  and  Txirkey  Creek  each  have  one 


1.   Charles  E.  Porsythe,  The  Administration  of  High 
School  Athletics,  p.  2314., 
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coach  and  Kathleen  has  two.   These  men  are  all  full- 
time  teachers  and  are  paid  a  small  monthly  supple- 
ment for  their  coaching  duties. 

There  is  some  indication  of  a  trend  on 
the  part  of  Polk  and  Hillsborough  county  school 
boards  toward  provision  of  more  financial  help  for 
athletics.   This  is  particularly  true  in  track  and 
field  activities.   During  the  early  part  of  1949 
track  meets  or  "field  days"  have  been  held  in  each 
county  with  transportation  and  some  equipment  being 
supplied  by  the  counties.   The  emphasis  in  these 
events  has  been  toward  elementary  grade  children. 

More  and  more  financial  support  is  being 
given  to  physical  education  activities  by  supplying 
balls,  bats,  transportation  for  swimming  lessons, 
and  the  like,  but  the  school  boards  have  not  reached 
the  point  where  aid  is  given  to  interscholastic 
sports,  such  as  football,  basketball,  and  baseball. 

Since  tax  money  has  not  been  forthcoming, 
a  variety  of  methods  has  been  used  to  supplement 
game  receipts,  A  discussion  of  the  procedures  used 
at  each  of  the  schools  follows: 
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Providing  Funds 

Pine ere at 

Principal  Glen  Evers  estimates  the  oper- 
ation of  athletics   at  his   school   requires   an  annual 
outlay  varying  from  $1,000.00  to   $1,500,00.      Base- 
ball  and  track  teems  produce  practically  no  revenue 
and  the   football   team  plays   Its   games   away  from 
home.^     Guarantees  from  these   football  games   return 
from  1600.00  to  $900.00  each  year,   leaving  a  deficit 
of  from  $ij.00.00  to   $500.00  each  year  which  must  be 
obtained  from  other   sources. 

The   two  main   sources  of  this  money  aret 
1.      'Rie    school   officials   operate   a  refreshment 
stand  on  the   school  grounds.   Soft  drinks  and  re- 
lated Items  are  on  sale  to   students  and  school 
personnel  before   and  after  school   and  at   the   Ittnch 
period.      This   activity  is  heavily  patronized,   par- 
ticularly by  students  who  do  not  buy  their  lunch 
In  the   Ixmchroom  of   the    school   but  bring  a  prepared 
Ixuich  from  home. 


2.      See   discussion  of   adequacy  of  facilities  in 
Chapter  V, 
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2.     Each  year  the    school  has   a  food   sale    con- 
cession at   the   Cattlemen's  Association  Rodeo  held 
in  nearby  Plant  City. 

The   funds   raised  from  these    two  projects 
are  placed   in  the    school  general   activity  fund, 
which   in  turn  provides  enough  money  for  athletics 
to  overcome   deficits. 

Team  members  are  required  to   furnish 
their  own   shoes   and  other  small   items  of  equipment. 

Turkey  Creek 

J,   A.  Holmes,    Turkey  Creek  principal, 
estimated  that   the   athle  tic  program  requires   some- 
thing over  f 500. 00  each  year  above   receipts  from 
games  to  operate.     His   statement   is   supported  by 
evidence   in  an  audit  of  school  fimds  made   in  19hl»^ 
This   shows   that   during   the   years   of  19i+2   to  I9I4.7   the 
sum  of  12,227.03  was  made   available   for   athletics 
from  the   activity  fvind  of  the    school.      Considering 
the   fact   that   during  the   early  part  of   the   time 
covered  by  the   audit  little  was   spent   on  athletics, 
the   $500.00  estimated  deficiency  seems  fairly  accu- 
rate. 


3.      Sweeney  and  Meeghen,    "An  Audit  of  Funds  at  Turkey 
Creek  High  School,"  p.   17. 
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The  activity  fund  at  Turkey  Creek  derives 
its  finances  from  one  main  source:  The  annual  school 
carnival.   This  carnival,  held  on  the  school  grovmds, 
features  a  regular  midway  with  attendant  activities. 
No  outside  commercial  attractions  are  used  and  all 
concessions  are  operated  by  students,  teachers,  and 
patrons  of  the  school. 

Net  income  from  this  carnival  was  as 
follows:^ 


19144 11,231.53 

19^5 1,525.36 

I9ii6 1,738.81 


Total   ....  $i4.,i+.95.70 

Figures  were  not  available  for  19^7  and 
1914.8,  but  the  receipts  for  those  years  were  esti- 
mated at  "about  $1,500.00"  by  Holmes, 

Kathleen 

The  first  football  equipment  used  at 
Kathleen  was  bought  by  fvinds  raised  in  a  carnival 
similar  to  the  one  described  above.   During  the 
years  from  I9I4.2  to  I9U6  a  variety  of  plans  of  raising 
money  to  support  athletics  was  used.   These  included 
carnivals,  food  sales,  magic  shows,  and  donations. 


k.      Ibid,,  p.  11. 
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since  I9I46  the  athletic  program  has  been 
virtually  self  supporting.   This  is  evidenced  by  the 
following  table  x^ 

TABLE  X 

RECEIPTS   AND  EXPENDITURES,    ATHLETIC   FUND 
KATHLEEN  HIGH   SCHOOL,   19hl   AND  19i+8 


RECEIPTS 

191^7 

1914.8 

Cash  on  hand    (March  1) 

1 

k5k*k^  $1,012.58 

Away-from-home   guarantees 

608 . 38 

,51f0.1+o 

68.13 

851.57 

Home   games 

2 

2,366.75 

Baseball-track  receipts 

138.56 

Received  from  players: 

Shoes 

29i4..66 

60.1+5 

Insurance 

88.50 

158.50 

Magic   show 

37.65 

.--  _. 

Donations 

6.50 

58.63 

Concessions    (Includes  1914-7) 

75.00 

Miscellaneous 

$4 

—  — 

36.50 

Total 

,098.68 

|l+,758.5i^ 

EXPENDITURES 

19I+7 

191+8 

All  equipment   and  supplies 

$1,1|16.85  fl,608.73 

All   game   expenses 

1+00.16 

526.91 

Federal   amusement  tax 

307.55 

335.02 

Stadium  tax   (Bryant,   Lakeland] 

1 

398.10 

379.50 

Insurance   for  Players 

177.00 

210. ll|. 

Transportation  and  travel 

280.20 

I4.O3.OO 

Dues    (F.H.S.A.A.    and  Ridge 

Conference) 

36.00 

36.00 

Miscellaneous 

7O.2I4. 

195.09 

Total 

$3 

,086.10 

$3,6914..  39 

Cash  on  hand,   Dec.   10,   19^7    . 

• 

.    $1,012 

.58 

Dec.   10,   19i|B   . 

• 

.    $1,0614..  15 

5.      Kathleen  High  School,    "Annual  Reports  of  Athletic 
Funds,"   1914.7   and  I9I4.8. 
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The  fact  that  the  Kathleen  High  School 
Is  able  to  finance  its  athletics  from  gate  receipts 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  its  home  games  are 
played  in  Bryant  Stadium  In  Lakeland  while  the  other 
two  schools  have  little  or  no  provision  for  home 
games. 

The  school  attendance  area  at  Kathleen 
includes  sections  of  the  coiinty  west,  north,  and 
east  of  the  city  of  Lakeland  and  the  Lakeland  fa- 
cilities are  approximately  as  near  the  center  of  its 
population  as  is  the  Kathleen  High  School  itself. 

Administration  of  Expenditures 

All  money  collected  and  spent  by  the  three 
schools  is  handled  in  compliance  with  Florida  School 

Law  governing  internal  accoTinting,^ 

7 
These  regulations  include:' 

Internal  Accoxints 


1,  All  funds  derived  from  school 
entertainments,  athletic  contests,  school 


6.  Florida  Statutes,  Section  230.14-3(7)  and  Section 

'     2:^6.02(1),  I9I4I,  amended  by  Laws  of  Florida, 
Chapter  23726,  19^7. 

7.  R.  L,  Wilson,  "A  Handbook  on  Internal  Accovintlng 

for  the  use  of  the  Public  School  Principal," 
p.  1* 
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lunch  rooms,  and  from  smy  and  all  ac- 
tivities classified  as  Internal  Accovtnts, 

2.  Under  Direction  of  County  Board. 
All  enterprises  for  which  individual  school 
accounts  are  kept  shall  be  construed  as 
school  projects  under  the  direction  of  the 
Coxinty  Board  of  Public  Instruction, 

3,  Responsibility  for  Internal  Ac- 
covintlng.  The  responsibility  for  internal 
accounting  shall  be  placed  upon  the  super- 
vising principal  and/or  principals  of  the 
respective  schools  and  the  County  Board  of 
Public  Instruction  and  County  Superintend- 
ent shall  delegate  to  such  persons  authority 
commensurate  with  the  responaibility. 

l\..      Uniform  Accounting.   All  internal 
accounting  shall  be  according  to  viniform 
accounting  system  on  forms  prescribed  or 
approved  by  the  State  Department  of  Edu- 
cation. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  County  Board  to  provide  for  the 
bonding  of  any  school  employee  who  is  re- 
sponsible for  school  monies.  The    amount 
of  the  bond  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
County  Board  of  the  county  in  which  the 
person  is  employed.   The  bond  may  be  with 
a  surety  company  authorized  to  do  business 
in  Florida,  or  with  two  good  and  sufficient 
sure  t  ie  s • 

These  internal  accovmts  shall  be 
audited  at  least  once  annually  by  a  person 
or  persons  designated  by  the  Covuaty  Board 
of  Public  Instruction, 

6.  Separate  Lunch  Room  Accounts, 
Separate  accounting,  with  a  separate  bank 
account  shall  be  provided  for  Lunch  Room 
funds.  All  other  internal  accounts  for  a 
given  school  or  schools  shall  be  in  one  and 
only  one  bank  accoxint. 
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7.  Reporting,   Periodic  reports  on 
Internal  accounts  shall  be  made  as  de- 
termined by  regvilation  of  the  Coxinty 
Board  of  Public  Instruction  except  that 
duplicate  financial  reports  shall  be 
made  monthly  by  the  principal  for  all 
school  Lianch  Room  programs  to  the  County 
Board  of  Public  Instruction, 


The  working  of  this  system  can  probably 
beat  be  explained  by  listing  the  forms  used  and  a 
description  of  the  use  of  each: 


1.  Depository  Ledger  Sheet  Is  a  bank  record, 
A  separate  sheet  of  the  form  is  used  for  each 
Individual  activity, 

2.  Distribution  of  Receipts  shows  from  what 
source  money  is  received, 

3.  Distribution  of  Expenditures  lists  and 
explains  all  money  paid  out, 

I4.,   Ciheck  Requisition  is  used  by  teachers  or 
sponsors  of  an  activity  in  securing  a  check  for 
payment  of  bills, 

5.  Official  Receipts  used  by  custodian  of 
accounts  and  given  to  person  or  activity  turning 
in  money  for  deposit. 

6,  Report  of  Monies  Collected  is  used  for 
all  cases  where  money  is  collected  from  students. 


8,   Ibid.,  pp.  k*   5' 


^ 


©d  Ilnrfa   ectioqei  nl*!   sctu' 

IIjb   ^ol   leqlonliq   ©xij  ^^  Y-^J^^'IOK'  ebsr.: 


rrioBe  "Jo   sets  ©rfct   1c  noljciioeeb 


,bioo»i  :!in.Fjd   e   ei    oecL"'£;   ':'v->bev1     'icilecce'it.      ,1 

■Ml  I  ■  ^>       iwl*      I       II  ■!     I   11  ni 

rlosa  tol  beei^  el   rmo'?    erli  lo  jtep.-^s    'i- '"-fecea   A 

m^ilvljc^   . :.- i.,  Ivlbnl 

.fev.fecea   ei   7;©rrc'f   soiuos 
brp.   eiatl   z  STLrJxbnay.-'   "To  r:Ql;^ijdIi3'eI'-:      .c. 

,djjc  biaq  Ys^om  Lis,  eiilalqjc© 
TO   K'rorlo«^:t   y^  be^xr  Qj*   flo I >rie lyp efT  pfp/>ffO      ,4! 

lol  Koorb    Q  sni-rw'.. -.0   rii:   7:JIvlcofi   na   "Jo   aio5 noqe 

.allid  *io  dneinYBC 
■^o  n.3lbocfei/o  ^o'  bseu  Bj^cIooeH   Xslomo      .ci 

.ct'aoqeb  'lol  \:©nom  nl 

•tol  bse0  el  bo^agllcp   £.'     2£  JToqeH      .d 

,e;trr©feu;t8   ■"-•■;''■    5e;Jo©IIoo   £l   Y^^om  tnertw  seeAo   iXr. 


.?    ,4   .qq   ,.blcfl      .8 


kl 


7.  Report  of  Tickets  Sold.   Completed  for 
each  activity  for  which  admission  tickets  are 
sold* 

8.  Req^uest  for  Services,  Equipment ,  or 
Supplies.  Written  request  for  all  services,  equip- 
ment, or  supplies  is  submitted, 

9.  Petty  Cash  Voucher  is  to  be  used  when  sums 
under  ten  dollars  are  involved  and  used  in  emergency 
only. 

This  system  varies  only  slightly  in  its 
application  at  the  three  schools.  At  Turkey  Creek 
and  Pinecrest  the  system  is  set  up  to  cover  only 
the  individual  hl^  schools,  while  at  Kathleen  the 
one  system  covers  a  supervisory  area  comprising 
the  high  school  and  five  feeder  schools, 

Turkey  Creek  and  Pinecrest  have  one  ac- 
tivity fund  which  covers  all  activity  receipts  and 
expenditures.   These  activity  funds  are  adminis- 
tered by  the  school  principal  and  his  secretary. 

The  internal  account  at  Kathleen  is  supple- 
mented by  a  separate  accovint  set  up  solely  for  ath- 
letic funds.   This  account  has  a  separate  set  of 
books  handled  by  an  appointed  teacher  in  the  school 
who  is  directly  responsible  to  the  area  internal 
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account  and  writes  all  checks  and  makes  all  trans- 
actions directly  through  the  area  accoiint.   The 
school  principal  is  responsible  for  this  athletic 
fiind  and  the  supervising  principal  exercises  direct 
control  over  the  area-wide  system. 

In  addition  to  the  reporting  required  by 
law  and  explained  above  the  Kathleen  Hig^  School 
uses  foiir  other  reports  on  athletic  funds.   They 
are: 

1.  Game  Financial  Report,  made  after  each 
contest  showing  receipts  and  expenditures  in  detail, 

2,  Annual  Report  of  Finances,  showing  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  on  athletics  for  the  year. 

3»  Annual  Inventory,  completed  by  the  ath- 
letic director  and  shows  quantity  and  condition  of 
all  equipment  on  hand. 

I4..  Annual  Budget,  organized  by  the  athletic 
director  and  high  school  principal  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  supervising  prihcipal.   The  budget 
that  follows  does  not  include  game  expenses  such 
as  taxes,  pay  of  officials,  and  guarantees  to  other 
teams.  Only  net  returns  from  games  are  used  in 
this  report. 


3i 


»if£      »iruJ0C0B  aoto   orld"  rfsuotrifit  ^lioeilfc   enolctoa 

o2iteIxi;t3  eJtrict  io1    aldiencqeiOT   el   laqionliq   looiioa 

;toailb   eeeioTexa   Isqioaliq  giilBlvieqt/e    er;^  cxLa  basjl 

ttreiZYa   ebxW-asi*   eff;f  tevo  loiir.co 

■  Icoi'Oi:    ix'jl'i  d^slriiajl   euj    f-,n  oOjs   cs:l' Wi.,  j-w   cits    ..-al 
\f-rT      ♦abm/'i  ol^elxlctfl  no   ectioqoi  rrerioc  iwol  eeex.f 

:  ©IB 

doBO  'X'iils  ebem  t^TcqeH  laloctBnl'K.  souaO  .1 
,I2Bi-3b     ;'    c,  ijixrctibfjeqxe  bfiB   ecfqleoei   gnlworie    .  c  vJi  .)*.' 

edi  gnlrorfa  ^& 0008:11^*1  lo  .if':. oc^eH  laminA  .S 
•  neaY   QJ'^^'  "^o*^-   BO^iohiia  no  eoTy;tlbn6qj!:9  bna   el'^leo©*! 

lo  nold--'.bnoo  fcns  x^^^^^^^'P  sworle  briB  'Io:toe^lb  old  el 

•  bnsri  no   cTnemqlnpe   IX« 

ol;teIri>J3    edi  x^  besliiesTO    < j-ogpx^:    J^^umift 

9iti   ci   cfco|^aiJ8    Xaqloniiq  Icorloe   ripiid  btiB  locfoeilb 

;t©gbr.rd   erfT      .loqlonliq  ^nlalvtoqvp.    en'cf   lo   levoirqjs 

dove    aeeooqxa   emeg   abtrXon'    clcxx  .uv:>c      :;v,oXIcl  ctarii 

loil^Jo  oi   saedrieaBirs  bus    ^aXfllolllo  7o  y^Q   ,s8XJ8;:f   b« 

nl   besx;   eia   escnsg  mcTl   anix/Jei  cf©n  yXnO      .eniaeJ 

,d"ioq&Tr   eXfiit 


i^9 


TABLE  XI 

BUDGET  OF  ATHLETIC   FUNDS 
KATHLEEN  HIGH   SCHOOL,    19if9 


ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS     ESTIMATED  EXPENDITURES 

Baseball      $  100.00  Baseball       $  225.00 

Track           —  Track  50.00 

Football  (Net)         Football: 

Home  Games   1,200.00   New  Equipment  225.00 

Away  Games     300.00   New  Uniforms  500.00 

Concessions    100.00   Equip.  Repair  500.00 

Cash  on  hand.  Insurance    (all)        100.00 

Beginning  of 
Year  793.76  Transportation         144-3.76 

Reserve  750.00 

Total  $2,793.76  $2,793.76 
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CHAPTER  V 

OTHER  ADMINISTRATIVE  PROBLEMS 

Division  of  Responsibility 

The  administrative  head  of  the  Insti- 
tution is  generally  recognized  as  the  final  au- 
thority in  regard  to  athletics  in  public  schools. 
The  constitution  of  the  Florida  High  School  ath- 
letic Association  states: 


The  membership  of  a  school  in  this 
association  is  vested  in  and  exercised 
by  the  supervising  principal  or  princi- 
pal of  the  higih  school.   The  term 
principal  as  used  hereafter  in  this 
constitution  refers  to  the  supervising 
principal  or  principal  of  the  high 
school,  whichever  signs  the  membership 
renewal  application.  He  is  held  re- 
sponsible by  the  association  for  the 
enforcement  of  its  rules  and  regulations 
in  his  school.   All  phases  of  athletics 
shall  be  under  his  control  and  direction. 


This  is  not  generally  Interpreted  to 
mean  that  the  principal  should  dictate  all  policies 
and  details  of  athletics,  but  it  probably  shoiild  be 
interpreted  to  mean  that  the  principal  should  take 


1.   Florida  High  School  Athletic  Association, 

Constitution,  Article  3,  Section  D,  p.3» 
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the  lead  in  providing  the  organizational  arrange- 
ment through  i*iich  all  phases  of  athletics  are 
handled. 

It  would  probably  be  impossible  to  list 
all  of  the  responsibilities  and  activities  per- 
taining to  athletics  and  assign  their  execution  to 
one  person  or  one  group.   In  fact,  it  is  difflcxilt 
to  locate  even  one  phase  in  which  the  responsibility 
is  clearly  the  sole  duty  of  the  coach,  the  principal, 
the  teachers,  the  student  body,  the  parents,  or  any 
other  single  Individual  or  group. 

This  does  not  mean,  though,  that  a  de- 
finite plan  of  operation  cannot  be  devised  where  by 
policies  are  made  and  responsibility  is  clear. 
Forsythe^  points  out  the  value  of  a  definite  council 
or  policy  making  group  for  athletics  in  the  small 
high  school.  He  recommends  a  comralttee  composed  of 
the  principal,  members  of  the  faculty,  a  member  of 
the  local  board  of  education,  and  a  representative 
of  the  student  body. 

In  visiting  the  schools  studied  the  writer 
was  not  able  to  find  any  evidence  of  an  athletic 


2.   Charles  E.  Forsythe,  The  Adm ini s t r at i-on  of  High 
School  Athletics,  p.  13k* 
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policy  making  body.   Two  specific  questions  were 
asked  concerning  the  division  of  administration. 
They  were:   (1)   Who  administers  the  spending  of 
athletic  proceeds?  and  (2)  Who  buys  the  athletic 
equipment  in  your  school?   In  all  three  schools 
the  answers  Indicated  that  coaches  and  principals 
decided  these  matters  together  with  only  Incidental 
advice  from  others. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  writer  that  a 
definite  need  exists  in  all  the  Strawberry  schools 
for  a  representative  organization  to  determine 
policies  and  procedxires  in  administration  of  the 
athletic  programs. 


Conference  and  Florida  High  School 
Athletic  Association  Affiliation 


All  Florida  high  schools  entering  into 
interscholastic  competition  with  members  of  the 
Florida  Hl^  School  Athletic  Association  must  join 
the  organization.   Since  practically  all  secondary 
schools  in  the  state  are  members,  membership  in 
this  organization  is  necessary. 3  The  three  schools 


3»  Florida  State  Department  of  Education,  Source 
Materials  for  Physical  Education  in 
Secondary  Schools,  Bxilletin  3, "^.^2. 
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studied  are  all  members  and  pay  dues,  like  the 
other  members,  based  on  the  enrollment  of  the 
school • 

Bae  purpose  of  this  association  as  stated 
In  Its  constitution^  is: 


To  promote  wholesome  amateur  com- 
petition among  the  high  schools  of  Florida 
and  to  establish  and  maintain  such  re- 
gxolations  as  will  safeguard  the  physical, 
mental,  and  moral  welfare  of  the  students 
of  member  schools. 


Briefly,  the  activities  of  this  associ- 
ation include : 

1.  Determining  eligibility  of  players. 

2.  Investigation  of  rules  violations  and 
assessment  of  penalties. 

3.  Reviewing  controversies  between  member 
schools. 

l^..      Regulation  of  tournaments  and  other 
methods  of  determining  state  champions  in  various 
sports. 

5.   Regvilation  of  length  of  seasons  for 
various  sports. 


k-,     Florida  High  School  Athletic  Association, 
Constitution,  Article  II,  p.  1, 
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6,  Supervision  of  game  contracts  between 
member  schools. 

7.  Certification  of  game  officials. 

8,  Regulation  of  certain  requirements  as  to 
eligibility  and  qualifications  of  coaches, 

9.  Supervision  of  awards  given  players. 
10.   Provision  of  a  plan  for  hospital  and 

health  insurance  for  players. 

Plnecrest  and  Turkey  Creek  high  schools 
are  members  of  the  Tampa  Bay  Athletic  Conference. 
Other  members  are:   Dade  City,  Florida  Military 
Academy  (St.  Petersburg),  St.  Paials  (St,  Peters- 
burg), Brewster  Vocational  (Tampa),  and  Largo. 

Kathleen  is  a  member  of  the  Ridge  Ath- 
letic Conference.   Other  members  are:   Mulberry, 
Port  Meade,  Auburndale,  Haines  City,  Kissimmee, 
Avon  Park,  Lake  Wales,  Sebring,  Lake  Placid  and 
Frostproof, 

Each  of  these  conferences  is  composed  of 
schools  of  comparable  size  and  within  a  compara- 
tively short  distance  of  one  another.   They  pro- 
vide a  valuable  service  in  making  schedules  and 
associating  schools  which  have  much  in  common  in 
an  athletic  sense. 
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The  principal  objection  to  membership  by 
the  Strawberry  schools  is  the  fact  that  school 
terms  do  not  coincide,  making  participation  in  all 
sports  offered  by  the  conferences  inadvisable. 
The  organization  of  a  conference  composed  entirely 
of  the  Strawberry  schools  has  not  been  considered 
because  of  the  fact  that  a  conference  composed  of 
only  three  schools  would  pi»obably  be  too  small  to 
offer  the  proper  incentive  for  competition. 

Facilities  Available 

Facilities  for  athletics  at  the  Strawberry 
schools  was  evaluated  as  to  their  adequacy  on  the 
following  scale:   3  as  adequate,  2  as  fair,  1  as 
inadequate,  0  as  no  facilities  at  all.  The  evalu- 
ation given  is  purely  the  opinion  of  the  writer. 
Insofar  as  possible,  this  opinion  is  an  objective 
viewpoint. 

The  table  following  reveals  a  deplorable 
lack  of  proper  facilities.  This  condition  can  be 
explained,  in  part,  by  the  fact  that  inter scholas- 
tic athletics  are  comparatively  new  in  the  Straw- 
berry schools  and  public  support  has  not  reached 
the  point  of  demanding  better  physical  equipment. 
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TABLE  XII 
ATHLETIC  FACILITIES  AT  STRAWBERRY  SCHOOLS 


FACILITY       PINECREST   TURKEY  CREEK  KATHLEEN 

Gyninasltiin  0  0  0 

3  3  3 


Football  Field 
(Practice) 


Night  Games  0  0                         0 

Baseball  Field  3  3                         2 

Night   Games  0  0                         0 

Swimming  Pool  0  0                         0 

Shower  and  3  2                         2 
Dressing  Room 

Tennis  Courts  1  11 

Track  111 

Golf  0  0                         0 


The  lack  of  lighted  football  fields  has 
made   it  necessary  for  Pinecrest   and  Turkey  Creek 
to  play  all  their  games  away  from  home,      Kathleen 
uses  the  nearby  facilities   in  Lakeland,      This 
solution  has  proved  satisfactory  in  most   respects. 

Lighted  baseball   fields  are  probably  not 
necessary  even  though  many  Florida  high   schools 


2JOOh08  a   TA   aiilTTJIOAq   OIT 


0 
0 

s 

c 

0 
2 


I 
I 
0 


0 

0 

nu.'leBnaf^O 

e 

c 

(  90.!     . 

0 

c 

eeamb  ir.^lA 

e 

e 

blel'^   ILBdoBBQ 

0  • 

0 

zsntP:'::   cfrt-I'i 

0 

0 

loc-.    ^niiimiw^ 

2 

^ 

biiB   lewoiia 

tnoofi  ^n*a8  3iCI 

I 

I 

BJTXJoO  aixineT 

I 

I 

liofliT 

0 

0 

lloo 

B.sil  eblell    IIjs(5;foc"i   beoijTiii  lo  3losI   orJT 

e.fifT      .bruelejtBJ  nl   celctilloBl  -^rdieen   erii   eeew 
elocHce  .  dy-ici  abltoL'K  ynsm  r>j(;crfj  neve  ••^rrBBeeosf. 


57 


now  play  their  games  at  night.  Facilities  for 
golf  are  probably  beyond  reach  financially.  All 
other  facilities  mentioned  are  in  much  need  and 
the  athletic  programs  at  the  Strawberry  schools 
will  probably  be  hampered  as  long  as  these  facili- 
ties are  not  available. 

Public  Relations 

Olsen^  says: 

As  practical  psychologists,  teachers 
must  know  and  apply  the  fvmdamental 
principle  of  successfxil  public  relations: 
If  you  want  somebody  to  support  your 
program,  be  sure  that  he  fully  compre- 
hends its  values  and  shares  with  personal 
satisfaction  in  its  development.  Thus 
you  may  build  both  passive  consent  and 
active  support  for  that  program. 

The  Strawberry  schools,  as  has  been  pre- 
viously stated,  are  located  away  from  incorporated 
areas  and  are,  as  a  resxilt,  not  identified  with 
any  local  newspaper  or  radio  station.  This  means 
that  these  agencies  are   not  usually  very  much 
interested  in  the  athletic  program  of  the  schools 
studied.   These  facilities  are  probably  only  a  minor 
factor  In  a  good  program  of  public  relations.   As 


5.  Edward  G,  Olsen,  School  and  Community,  p.  l87« 
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Olsen  points  out,  the  best  means  of  good  public  re- 
lations Is  within  the  operation  of  the  program  It- 
self. 

It  Is  felt  that  better  procedures  In  the 
field  of  organization  (as  discussed  In  the  first 
part  of  this  chapter)  are  the  best  means  available 
to  the  Strawberry  schools  for  Improvement  of  public 
relations. 

Providing  for  Transported  Pupils 

subtly  more  than  90  per  cent  of  the 
students  attending  the  Strawberry  schools  ride  the 
busses.   This  means  that  the  problem  Is  not  one 
of  coordinating  a  program  for  transported  and  non- 
transported  pupils,  since  the  vast  majority  do  ride 
the  busses.   The  problem,  in  some  respects,  is 
simplified  because  of  this  fact. 

The  Strawberry  schools  have,  and  are  using 
a  variety  of  methods  of  providing  time  for  athletics. 
These  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

1.  Holding  practice  sessions  during  the  regular 
school  day. 


6.   Principals  Monthly  Report  on  Attendance,  Florida 
State  Department  of  E"3ucation  Form'  AT-llP 
for  end  of  first  school  month,  19^9« 
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2.  Holding  practice  sessions  entirely  after  the 
end  of  the  regxilar  school  day, 

3.  Combination  of  the  first  two  plans. 

One  of  the  schools  uses  the  first  plan  by 
scheduling  an  activity  period  and  a  physical  edu- 
cation period  at  the  end  of  the  day,  allowing  ap- 
proximately two  hours  each  day  for  practice.   The  chief 
objection  to  this  plan  is  that  boys  who  are  candidates 
for  a  team  are  automatically  excluded  from  partici- 
pation in  clubs  or  other  activities  carried  on  during 
the  activity  period. 

The  other  two  schools  use  plan  three.   An 
attempt  is  made  to  schedvile  all  candidates  for  a  team 
into  the  last  period  physical  education  class.   The 
practice  session  continues  through  that  period  and 
after  school.   Many  of  the  boys  make  arrangements  for 
transportation  by  private  means  and  are  able  to  stay 
for  the  entire  session.   Those  who  cannot  make  such 
arrangements  are  able  to  attend  at  least  a  part  of  the 
practice  session  before  leaving  on  the  busses  which 
usually  leave  within  a  few  minutes  after  the  end  of 
the  school  day. 

Use  of  this  plan  means  that  boys  who  live 
in  remote  sections  and  cannot  find  any  means  of  private 
transportation  do  not  have  an  equal  opportunity  to 
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become  members  of  a  team.   Candidates  who  are  fortu- 
nate enough  to  stay  for  the  entire  session  have  an 
advantage  over  their  team  members. 
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CHAPTER  VI 
SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

1.   Principals  of  all  three  schools  in- 
dicated their  belief  that  the  athletic  programs  had 
been  helpful  in  their  schools.   Their  answers  empha- 
sized improvements  in  attendance,  academic  work  of 
participants,  and  citizenship  attitudes. 

Parents,  teachers,  and  students  (seniors) 
at  Kathleen  high  school  evaluated  athletics  at 
their  school.   Parents  considered  five  items:   (1) 
Scholastic  achievement,  (2)  social  development, 
(3)  interest  in  school,  (i^)  health  and  (5)  co- 
operation in  the  home.   Teachers  and  students  con- 
sidered practically  the  same  items  except  the  termi- 
nology was  changed  to  make  their  evaluation  more 
applicable. 

Seventy- three  per  cent  of  the  parents, 
57  per  cent  of  the  teachers,  and  60  per  cent  of 
the  students  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  ath- 
letic program  improved  the  phases  considered. 
Eight  per  cent  of  parents,  eight  per  cent  of 
teachers,  and  one  per  cent  of  the  seniors  felt  that 
athletics  were  a  hindrance. 
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Tan  per  cent  of  parents,  nineteen  per  cent 
of  teachers,  and  thirty-eight  per  cent  of  seniors 
Indicated  their  belief  that  athletics  had  little  or 
no  effect  upon  scholastic  achievement,  social  de- 
velopment, interest  in  school,  health,  and  cooper- 
ation in  the  home. 

It  is  concluded  that,  on  the  basis  of  the 
evidence  used,  parents,  teachers,  students  and 
school  administrators  feel  that  the  athletic  program 
Is  worthwhile, 

2»  Tiie   program  of  sports  now  includes 
football,  baseball,  and  track.   School  officials 
have  indicated  that  they  believe  tennis  and  swimming 
should  be  added  to  the  interscholastic  program. 

3»   Gate  receipts  did  not  in  the  beginning 
provide  enough  money  to  conduct  athletics  in  any  of 
the  Strawberry  schools.  Records  at  the  Kathleen 
school  show  that  the  program  there  is  now  on  a  self 
supporting  basis  to  the  extent  of  providing  neces- 
sary current  expenses.  Officials  at  Turkey  Creek 
and  Pine crest  are  still  obliged  to  draw  on  other 
sources  to  provide  the  equipment  and  expenses  for 
their  teams. 

If  necessary  playing  facilities  were  a- 
vailable,  it  is  likely  that  the  sports  program  would 
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more  nearly  approach  a  solvent  basis, 

i|.   The  most  effective  means  of  raising 
money  to  subsidize  athletics  have  been:   (a)   Re- 
freshment stands  on  the  school  groxinds  and  (b) 
school  carnivals. 

Many  of  the  school  officials  believe  the 
refreshment  stands  are  a  form  of  necessary  evil 
and  that  the  Cotmty  Boards  of  Public  Instruction 
should  attempt  to  provide  fxuids  for  athletics, 

5«   Athletic  funds  in  the  schools  studied 
are  accovmted  for  and  bandied  in  accordance  with 
Florida  Law  providing  for  Internal  Accovuiting  in 
schools. 

More  general  use  of  budgets  and  financial 
reports  by  the  Strawberry  schools  would  likely  aid 
in  public  relations  and  make  more  effective  use  of 
available  money  possible, 

6,   Transported  pupils  are  provided  for 
by  scheduling  practice  sessions  dviring  the  school 
day  at  one  of  the  schools.   The  other  two  schools 
provide  for  a  portion  of  practice  periods  during 
the  school  day  and  leave  it  to  participants  to 
provide  their  own  transportation,  if  they  remain 
for  the  last  half  of  the  session  which  is  held 
after  busses  leave. 
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It  Is  likely  that  many  more  students 
would  be  able  to  take  part  in  athletics  if  a  practi- 
cal plan  coiild  be  devised  for  taking  children  home. 
One  plan  which  has  been  suggested  is  for  school 
authorities  to  provide  one  extra  bus  trip  which 
would  leave  the  school  at  approximately  two  hours 
after  the  close  of  the  regular  school  day.   Such  a 
bus  could  be  used  in  many  of  the  school  activities 
as  well  as  athletics.   This  plan  might  be  made 
workable,  but  it  has  at  least  two  objections: 
(a)   Added  expense  to  school  boards  and  (b)  ne- 
cessity for  a  very  long  route  in  order  to  adequately 
cover  school  area  in  one  trip, 

7.   It  is  felt  by  the  writer  that  the  ath- 
letic programs  in  the  Strawberry  schools  could  be 
Improved  by  the  establishment  of  an  athletic  board 
or  council  with  members  from  among  parents,  teachers, 
pupils,  coaches,  and  principals.   Such  a  group  might 
be  the  means  of  better  public  relations  and  improved 
integration  with  all  other  phases  of  school  and  com- 
munity activity. 
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